February 12, 2026

House Committee on Human Services and Homelessness
Hearing Time: 10:30 AM

Location: State Capitol Conference Room 329

Re: HB 1626, Relating to Youth Penalties - Support

Aloha e Chair Marten, Vice Chair Olds and members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Opportunity for Youth Action Hawai‘i hui, we submit this testimony in strong support of
HB 1626, which prohibits the assessment of any fees, fines, or court costs against a person who was
adjudicated for an offense committed during the person's minority, or against the person's parent or
guardian, and discharges all related debt obligations assessed before the effective date of the Act. It
encourages the use of community service and other programs that employ aina-based principles.

The imposition of fines, fees, and court costs on minors, and often their families, creates long-term financial
burdens that disproportionately impact low-income families. These penalties do not promote accountability
or public safety; instead, they perpetuate cycles of poverty and justice system involvement that can follow
young people into adulthood. Therefore, this bill represents an important step toward a more equitable and
developmentally appropriate justice system for young people.

We also strongly support the bill’s emphasis on community service and ‘aina-based approaches. Culturally
grounded, community-centered programs foster accountability, connection, and healing, while aligning with
what we know best supports healthy youth development. The Opportunity for Youth Action Hawai‘i hui is
a collaboration of nonprofit partners co-located at the Kawailoa Youth and Family Wellness Center since
2018. OY AH's culturally rooted, therapeutic programs support youth to connect to community resources
and mentors, find their purpose, and thrive. Many youth come to Kawailoa seeking to overcome the
negative impacts of inequitable systems of housing, education, health, child welfare, and justice. OYAH
partners (RYSE, Kinai 'Eha, and Partners in Development Foundation) offer tailored programming for
individual youth's needs. OY AH has worked closely with State agency partners, legislators, and policy
leaders toward a shared goal: to replace punitive policies and practices with restorative and healing-centered
approaches rooted in indigenous knowledge systems.

Together, we are creating a pu'uhonua, or place of peace and healing, for youth, staff, and partners.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony.



