February 12, 2026

House Committee on Human Services and Homelessness
Hearing Time: 10:30 AM

Location: State Capitol Conference Room 329

Re: HB 2167, Relating to Youth Homelessness - Support

Aloha e Chair Marten, Vice Chair Olds and members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Opportunity for Youth Action Hawai‘i hui, we submit this testimony in strong support of
HB 2167, which requires the Office of Youth Services to establish a two-year Youth Housing Stability
Assistance Pilot Program to award funds to certain nonprofit organizations and government agencies to
support eligible youth with financial assistance.

Stable housing is foundational to youth well-being, educational attainment, workforce participation, and
overall health. Yet too many of the young people we serve experience housing instability at critical
transition points in their lives, aging out of foster care, exiting the juvenile legal system, or navigating
family conflict and economic hardship. A Youth Housing Stability Assistance Pilot Program would provide
flexible, timely support that meets youth where they are and prevents deeper system involvement. By
partnering with trusted community-based organizations, the State can ensure funds are distributed
efficiently and in culturally responsive ways that reflect the realities young people face.

The Opportunity for Youth Action Hawai‘i hui is a collaboration of nonprofit partners co-located at the
Kawailoa Youth and Family Wellness Center since 2018. OY AH's culturally rooted, therapeutic programs
support youth to connect to community resources and mentors, find their purpose, and thrive. Many youth
come to Kawailoa seeking to overcome the negative impacts of inequitable systems of housing, education,
health, child welfare, and justice. OY AH partners (RYSE, Kinai 'Eha, and Partners in Development
Foundation) offer tailored programming for individual youth's needs. OY AH has worked closely with State
agency partners, legislators, and policy leaders toward a shared goal: to replace punitive policies and
practices with restorative and healing-centered approaches rooted in indigenous knowledge systems.

Together, we are creating a pu'uhonua, or place of peace and healing, for youth, staff, and partners.

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony.



