February 15, 2026

House Committee on Human Services & Homelessness

Hearing Time: 9:30AM

Location: House Conference Room 329

Re: HB2168 HDI1, Relating to the Education of Students Experiencing Homelessness

Aloha e Chair Marten, Vice Chair Olds and members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Opportunity for Youth Action Hawai‘i hui, we are writing in strong support of HB2168
HD1, relating to the education of students experiencing homelessness. This bill will require the
Department of Education to establish a program for the support of students experiencing homelessness and
designate a state coordinator position and state navigator positions to implement the program.

Homelessness continues to affect many communities across Hawai‘i. It is especially harmful for children
and youth. Homeless youth tend to experience mental health problems, substance use, victimization,
criminalization, and unsafe sexual practices. Homelessness can also create significant barriers and harms for
youth, hindering their ability to re-assimilate into society, depressing their motivation, and reducing their
chances of becoming independent, successful, contributing members of society.

Particularly in education, the lack of a permanent, stable, and adequate residence directly disrupts homeless
students’ educational experience. Homeless students often face enrollment, consistent attendance, and
academic success barriers when they must worry about securing a safe place to live. Homeless students find
themselves moving from place to place because securing long-term, affordable, and adequate housing,
especially housing that provides a stable and conducive environment for learning, is difficult. Balancing
these challenges while attending school is extremely difficult.

Current federal law provides students experiencing homelessness with specific rights and protections
designed to reduce educational barriers, including those related to enrollment and participation. However,
given ongoing uncertainty at the federal level, it is critical that additional measures be put in place to
safeguard children’s rights, benefits, and protections, and to ensure their continued availability regardless of
changes in federal policy.

By creating a program to support homeless students’ needs, HB2168 HD1 gives them the opportunity to
fully participate in school and thrive academically, rather than worrying about housing. This bill prioritizes
the needs of students experiencing homelessness by providing additional supports and rights. These include
the designation of a state coordinator to oversee the program, with state navigators to assist; the right to
attend either the school serving the geographic area in which they reside or their school of origin, regardless
of documentation; the right to choose a school that in the student’s best interest and that prioritizes
educational stability; access to available educational programs and services; training for individuals
involved in program implementation; guidelines for resolving disputes over school eligibility, selection, or
enrollment; and the allocation of federal funds to support the program’s implementation.

Opportunity for Youth Action Hawai‘i is a collaboration of organizations and individuals committed to
reducing the harmful effects of a punitive incarceration system for youth; promoting equity in the justice
system; and improving and increasing resources to address adolescent and young adult mental health needs.



