
 

 

 

February 15, 2026 

 

House Committee on Human Services & Homelessness 

Hearing Time: 9:30AM 

Location: House Conference Room 329 

Re: HB2560 HD1, Relating to Homelessness 

 

Aloha e Chair Marten, Vice Chair Olds and members of the Committee: 

 

On behalf of the Opportunity for Youth Action Hawaiʻi hui, we are writing in strong support of HB2560 

HD1, relating to homelessness. This bill will establish a two-year pilot program within the Department of 

Human Services to provide temporary financial stabilization assistance to families with students identified 

as experiencing homelessness. The program will be funded through the Department of Human Services 

using allowable Temporary Assistance for Needy Families funds. The bill will also require the Department 

of Education Complex Area Community Homeless Concerns Liaison to make approved purchases. 

 

Homelessness continues to affect many communities across Hawaiʻi. It is especially harmful for families 

with children because they often face immediate and urgent financial needs that can compromise housing 

stability and the children’s educational outcomes. The lack of a permanent, stable, and adequate residence 

directly disrupts homeless students’ educational experience because they often face enrollment, consistent 

attendance, academic success, and other educational barriers when their family must worry about securing a 

safe place to live and meeting their family’s basic financial needs. 

 

Thus, by creating a pilot program that provides temporary financial stabilization assistance for homeless 

families with children in school, HB2560 HD1 gives students in this situation the opportunity to fully 

participate in school and thrive academically, rather than worrying about their family’s housing or financial 

situation. Addressing the financial needs of homeless youth and their families can prevent or reduce the 

harmful effects of unstable housing and financial instability on homeless youth in school. Homeless 

students can greatly benefit from the timely, flexible financial support this program provides because it 

provides access to necessities. It is critical that these homeless families and their children in school receive 

the access and support they need to address their housing instability and financial deficits, because when 

these basic needs are met, students can focus more on school and remain engaged in their education. 

 

Opportunity for Youth Action Hawaiʻi is a collaboration of organizations and individuals committed to 

reducing the harmful effects of a punitive incarceration system for youth; promoting equity in the justice 

system; and improving and increasing resources to address adolescent and young adult mental health needs. 

We seek to improve the continuity of programs and services for youth and young adults transitioning from 

minor to adult status; eliminate youth houselessness and housing market discrimination against young 

adults; and promote and fund more holistic and culturally informed approaches among public/private 

agencies serving youth. 
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