March 5, 2026

House Committee on Finance

Hearing Time: 2:00 pm

Location: Conference Room 308

Re: HB2181 HDI1, Relating to the Judiciary - Support

Aloha e Chair Todd, Vice Chair Takenouchi, and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Opportunity for Youth Action Hawai‘i hui, we submit this testimony in strong support of
HB2181 HD1, which requires the Judiciary to develop and administer an automated court appearance
reminder system that generates text message or electronic mail notifications for upcoming court
appearances in certain types of cases. This bill requires people making an arrest to issue a citation to obtain,
to the extent practicable, the offender’s mobile telephone number and electronic mail address. It allows
arrested persons to “opt out.”

Automated reminders significantly reduced missed court dates. Failure to appear in court can result from
transportation issues, child care, demanding work schedules, and forgetfulness. When someone misses a
court hearing, a bench warrant is often issued and can lead to arrest, detention, and additional charges, even
if the case is relatively minor. Reminder systems reduce unnecessary warrants and jail bookings for simple
non-appearance, allowing courts to focus on substantive matters. In 2025, the National Institute of Health
reported that text messages reduced missed probation and parole appointments by more than 40%.

We strongly support HB2181 HD1 because reminders strengthen procedural fairness and ensure individuals
are meaningfully informed of their obligations, thereby reducing avoidable default-judgment penalties.
Marginalized communities, parents, students, and those who are housing insecure are disproportionately
impacted by missed court dates, and a reminder system ensures that people will receive clear and timely
notice from an accessible device, increasing access to justice.

With more people attending their court hearings, this bill would reduce rescheduling costs and law
enforcement time spent on warrant service. An automated messaging system is a low-cost alternative to the
significant financial burden of incarceration and repeated court proceedings. Because 91% of adults have a
mobile device, this bill aims to meet people where they are by using modern technology to improve
accessibility and efficiency. HB2181 HD1 is a practical, data-driven, and fiscally responsible solution to
missed court hearings, preventing long-term harm and breaking the cycle before it begins. In addition, this
bill will allow courts to operate more efficiently, with fewer cases delayed by failure to appear, and
resources can be used to resolve cases on the merits, without having to focus on procedural obstacles.

Because Hawai‘i has the nation's highest cost of living, many residents work multiple jobs, and a missed
court date can jeopardize employment, housing, and family responsibilities, which are acute in the State of
Hawai‘i. Hawai‘i residents under these pressures are more likely to miss a court hearing and need advance,
consistent reminders to make necessary arrangements to appear in court. Therefore, we respectfully urge the
committee to pass this measure because it supports diverse situations and promotes accountability within
our justice system.



