
 

 

 

March 17, 2026 

 

Senate Committee on Energy and Intergovernmental Affairs 

Hearing Time: 3:03 PM 

Location: Conference Room 224 

Re: HB1667 HD1, Relating to Civil Identification 

 

Aloha e Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Chang, and members of the Committee: 

 

On behalf of the Opportunity for Youth Action Hawaiʻi hui, we are writing in strong support of HB1667 

HD1 relating to civil identification, with amendment. This bill lowers the age at which individuals can 

obtain a state civil identification card without a parent or guardian’s signature from 18 to 16. 

 

Sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds are often regarded as young adults, with increased responsibilities and 

expectations placed upon them. They are expected to solve problems and exercise autonomy, frequently 

with limited support from their parents or guardians. Additionally, youth at this age are typically in their 

junior or senior years of high school, beginning to consider life after graduation and pursue steady 

employment opportunities. In Hawaiʻi, for various reasons, many sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds are 

forced to act independently.  

 

Therefore, a state civil identification card could be extremely valuable for sixteen-year-olds (and seventeen-

year-olds) in accessing resources and materials that require identity verification. It would allow them access 

to daily necessities and enable them to perform tasks essential to survival, such as obtaining employment, 

applying for public benefits like SNAP, opening a bank account, enrolling in school, or participating in 

workforce programs. It also offers a sense of belonging to a place and symbolizes almost a rite of passage 

into “adulthood.” However, particularly for homeless youth, youth who are estranged from or have 

unhealthy familial relationships, or who are victims of abuse, obtaining an identification card to gain access 

to such necessities can be difficult because they cannot easily retrieve a parent or guardian’s signature. 

 

Therefore, this bill helps address the issues faced by sixteen-year-olds (and seventeen-year-olds) who 

experience houselessness or have familial relationships that make it difficult to obtain the requisite 

signatures to obtain an identification card. By lowering the age to obtain a state civil identification card 

from eighteen to sixteen without a parent or guardian’s signature, HB1667 HD1 acknowledges that sixteen 

is an important age for an individual to access resources essential to their health and future, and gives youth 

experiencing homelessness or difficult family circumstances the chance to still succeed. Additionally, a 

state civil identification card differs from a driver’s license in that it does not authorize an individual to 

drive. Nothing in this bill would alter the age requirements for obtaining a driver’s license. HB1667 HD1 is 

strictly about allowing youth with difficult family circumstances to obtain a state civil identification card 

without a parent or guardian signature. 

 

Opportunity for Youth Action Hawaiʻi is a collaboration of organizations and individuals committed to 

reducing the harmful effects of a punitive incarceration system for youth; promoting equity in the justice 

system; and improving and increasing resources to address adolescent and young adult mental health needs.  
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