
 

 

 

March 20, 2026 

 

Senate Committee on Health and Human Services 

Hearing Time: 3/20/2026 @ 1:00 pm 

Location: Conference Room 225 via Videoconference  

Re: HB1626 HD1, Relating to Youth Penalties 

 

Aloha e Chair San Buenaventura, Vice Chair McKelvey, and members of the Committee: 

 

On behalf of the Opportunity for Youth Action Hawaiʻi hui, we are writing in strong support of HB1626 

HD1, relating to Youth Penalties. This bill prohibits the assessment of any fees, fines, or court costs 

against a person who was adjudicated for an offense committed during the person's minority, or against the 

person's parent or guardian, and discharges all related debt obligations assessed before the effective date of  

the Act. It encourages the use of community service and other programs that employ ʻāina-based principles. 

 

Native Hawaiian and Pacific Island minors are overrepresented at every stage in the juvenile justice system, 

accounting for 56% of adjudicated juveniles in proceedings. As a result, fines and court costs are 

disproportionately affecting these communities. Juvenile courts impose both fees and fines to punish and 

deter youth from reoffending. Fees are imposed to fund court administration rather than address individual 

accountability. Only 17% of juvenile fees have been paid between 2021 and 2025, demonstrating these 

financial penalties are largely uncollectible and ineffective. This disparity is rooted in history. The 

overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom in 1893, land dispossession, and extreme cultural deprivations 

disrupted Native Hawaiian economic stability and self-determination. These historical injustices have 

manifested in lower average incomes, higher rates of poverty, and homelessness. These socioeconomic 

disadvantages result in Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders being more likely to be involved in the 

criminal justice system. As a result, the incarcerated population is heavily comprised of individuals who are 

low-income, possessing limited opportunities. Court fees and fines could range from $10 to $5,000. 

Therefore, having court fines imposed on juveniles further obstructs their ability to break the cycle of 

poverty.  

 

HB1626 HD1  gives Hawaiʻi’s incarcerated youth a chance at breaking the cycle. By eliminating fines and 

court costs that punish Hawaiʻi’s youth for offenses committed while minors, this bill encourages 

community service based on ‘āina-centered principles, prioritizing accountability over punishment. We 

strongly support HB1626 HD2, and its ability to strengthen Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander 

communities by replacing punitive debt with pathways grounded in community connection.  

 

Opportunity for Youth Action Hawaiʻi is a collaboration of organizations and individuals committed to 

reducing the harmful effects of a punitive incarceration system for youth, promoting equity in the justice 

system, and improving and increasing resources to address adolescent and young adult mental health needs. 

We seek to improve the continuity of programs and services for youth and young adults transitioning from 

minor to adult status; eliminate youth homelessness and housing-market discrimination against young 

adults; and promote and fund more holistic, culturally informed approaches among public/private agencies 
serving youth. 
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