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04 February 2022

House Committee on Corrections, Military, & Veterans
Hearing Time: 10:00am
Location: Virtual
Re: HB 2311, Relating to Native Hawaiian Rehabilitation Programs

Aloha e Chair Ohno, Vice-Chair Ganaden, and members of the Committee:

We are writing in strong support of HB 2311, relating to Native Hawaiian Rehabilitation Programs. This measure will appropriate funds to the Department of Public Safety to collaborate with the Office of Hawaiian Affairs the creation of a Native Hawaiian rehabilitation program for prison inmates, which puts an emphasis on Native Hawaiian values and cultural practices.

This bill would focus on traditional practices in programs that contribute to the betterment of Kānaka ʻŌiwi in the prison system. Hawaiʻi’s incarceration crisis has had a particularly severe impact on Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders. In 2018, this group made up only 23% of adults in the state, yet also a reported 47% of people incarcerated under Hawaiʻi’s jurisdiction that year (ACLU). We believe this measure is a very important step in the efforts to advance Native Hawaiian equity within the justice system.

The Opportunity Youth Action Hui is a collaboration of organizations and individual committed to reducing the harmful effects of a punitive incarceration system for youth; promoting equity in the justice system; and improving and increasing resources to address adolescent and young adult mental health needs.

We seek to improve the continuity of programs and services for youth and young adults transitioning from minor to adult status; eliminate youth houselessness and housing market discrimination against young adults; and promote and fund more holistic and culturally-informed approaches among public/private agencies serving youth.

[image: Graphical user interface, text, application

Description automatically generated]Please support HB 2311.
image1.png
OPPORTUNITY

YOUTH
ACTION HUI




image2.png
M Search results -mp X | @ linkedin X | "3 Measure Status X | (@ OYAHlogo-logo X | (@ OYAHTestimonyTe X (@ OVAHTestimonyTe X =+ v - X

C @ canva.com/design/DAE1kF4EzGM/aWfaYu9uej-isdCWFOsdfA/edit ® Y e :

< Home File Resize ) hanges saved OYAH Testimony Template (8.5 x 11 in) Share all A Download n

n © Animate @

A COLLABORATION OF THE HAWAI'T YOUTH CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, PARTNERS IN DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION, OLOMANA SCHOOL,
KINA ‘EHA, HALE KIPA, RYSE, OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS, 1099 ALAKEA ST., STE, 2530, HONOLULU, HAWAI'1 96813
(808) 447-1840 WWW.0YAHPOLICY.COM/

»
= Notes ° (2T 1 Q)

- i 3:09 PM
-l © Type here to search & NG 1/15/2022 51




