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On November 5, 2025, Melissa Pavlicek, Shawn
Kanaʻiaupuni, Carla Houser, Boni Grimmel, and
current OYAH intern Kapri Tulang-De Silva
joined University of Hawaiʻi Law students at the
William S. Richardson School of Law’s annual
Public Interest Fair. The team engaged with
enthusiastic and interested law students,
sharing information about OYAH’s work,
mission, and goals, as well as the impact the
organization seeks to make for Hawaiʻi’s juvenile
justice–involved youth. OYAH hopes to recruit
additional law student interns to join Kapri for
the Spring semester in preparation for the
upcoming Legislative Session. Overall, the fair
provided a valuable and enlightening
opportunity to connect with current law
students interested in public interest and youth
advocacy work. It was a great event! Mahalo U.H.
Law for inviting us back!

David Tarnas currently serves as the
representative of House District 8, which
includes all of North and South Kohala
Districts and the communities of Niuli‘i, Hawi,
Kapa‘au, Kawaihae, Waimea, Waiki‘i, and
Waikoloa. For the 2025-2026 legislative
session, Rep. Tarnas serves as the Chair of the
Hawai'i State House Committee on Judiciary
and Hawaiian Affairs.

Kapri (left) with fellow
third-year law students
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Kapri sharing about
OYAH with interested

law students!

Shawn Kanaʻiaupuni
building connections

with community
advocate ʻOlu Campbell.

Senate Committee on Public Safety and Military Affairs Chair

House Committee on Public Safety Chair

Senator Karl Rhoads currently serves as
Chair of the Committee on Judiciary and
member of the Committees on
Agriculture and Environment and
Housing. He has announced that he
intends to retire at the end of his term in
2026.
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Elected in 2006, Representative Della Au
Belatti is currently serving her 10th term as
the Representative of State House District
26 (Makiki, Tantalus, Punchbowl, &
Papakōlea). Representative Belatti is a
practicing attorney, a former high school
social studies teacher, and has served as a
State Campaign Spending Commissioner.

Senator Carol Fukunaga returned to the
State Senate in November 2022, and
currently serves as Vice-Chair of the
Committee on Commerce and Consumer
Protection. She also as a member on the
committees on Energy, Economic
Development (EET), and Higher Education
(HRE).


