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A Native Hawaiian student in the University of
Hawaiʻi at Mānoa social work program, who is also a
recovering addict and formerly incarcerated
person, shared her personal account with state
legislators. “I went to numerous treatment facilities
in and out of prison for the past 18 years," she said.
"It took me to go back to prison to find myself and
get grounded. I completed substance abuse
treatment, life skills training, self-development
classes, college courses, worked a job I enjoyed
doing, exercised, but what made me feel whole was
practicing my culture.”
 
The student testified movingly in support of the
2022 legislative session Native Hawaiian
Rehabilitation bill (SB 2770), sharing her own
journey of reconnecting with culture and educating
others in Hawaiian language, dance, and history. In
her testimony, she highlighted the cultural aspects
of rehabilitation, such as generational trauma, inner
healing and mental health, and relationships with
the land and other members of the community. 

“The loss of land, language, and culture has resulted
in significant intergenerational, historical, and
political trauma for Native Hawaiians," the student
explained in a way that was personal and created
connection with legislators. Though the bill didn't
pass yet, the Opportunity Youth Action Hawai'i hui
will continue to seek out personal stories to
improve the effectiveness of our advocacy efforts,
create policy-maker champions, and raise
awareness about OYAH issues. 
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We've marked the anniversary of our advocacy work
together in partnership with Hawai'i Public Policy
Advocates, Melissa Pavlicek, and our awesome policy
interns, Leah Delos Santos, Lyla Gonsalves, Haumea
Velasco, and Harley Broyles who have helped advance
our OYAH work. Together they have been a part of our
journey by tracking bills, sharing testimony,
researching, developing priorities with us, building
awareness and relationships about key issues, and
overall, helping to make a difference for youth
through our state. Mahalo piha! Naʻu Nō, 
Shawn Kana'iaupuni

 
 


